New Testament Baptism Bible Study Guide
1. What You Will Learn
Overview
Baptism is a very important step for Christians. It is an outward sign that shows what has happened inside a person's heart. This guide looks at what the New Testament says about why we get baptized, what it means, and how it brings Christians together.
Main Takeaway
Understanding baptism helps us see that it is not just a church habit or ritual. It is a serious way to obey Jesus, show who we are, and join God's family.
Goals for This Study
After finishing this guide, you will be able to:
· Tell what Jesus and His followers commanded about water baptism.
· Explain how baptism connects to saying sorry for sins (repentance), being forgiven, and being saved.
· Describe how going under the water shows a believer dying and coming back to life with Jesus.
· Show how baptism unites all different kinds of people into one church family.
2. The Commands to Be Baptized
Topic Overview
Jesus gave the command to baptize people, and the early church started doing it right away as soon as people chose to follow Him.
Main Takeaway
Christians get baptized because Jesus & His apostles clearly told them to do so after turning away from sin.
Bible Verses to Read
· Matthew 28:19 – "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit..."
· Acts 2:38 – "...Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit."
· Acts 22:16  – "'And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his name.'"
💡 Study Tip: In the book of Acts, people did not wait a long time to get baptized. As soon as they decided to follow Jesus, they went into the water right away to show their choice.
3. The Purpose of Baptism
Topic Overview
The Bible compares washing with water to a spiritual clean-up. It shows that our sins are washed away and that we have a clean heart before God.
Main Takeaway
Baptism is a visible sign that a person is saved and has promised to live with a clean conscience because Jesus rose from the dead.
Bible Verses to Read
· Mark 16:16 – "Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned."
· 1 Peter 3:21 – "Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ..."
💡 What This Means: The water itself does not have a special power to save us. We are saved by our faith. Like 1 Peter 3:21 says, baptism is about asking God for a clean conscience and trusting in the power of Jesus rising from the grave.
4. The Meaning of Baptism
Topic Overview
Baptism acts like a picture story. Going into and out of the water shows how closely a believer is connected to Jesus' death, burial, and resurrection.
Main Takeaway
Going under the water shows that our old, sinful way of living has died and been buried. Coming up out of the water shows that we are raised to live a brand-new life with Jesus.
Bible Verses to Read
· Romans 6:3-4  – "Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life."
· Romans 6:5  – "For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his."
💡 Easy Way to Remember: Think of these three steps when you go under water:
1. Buried: Leaving your old, bad habits behind.
2. Washed: Letting God clear away your past sins.
3. Raised: Coming up to breathe and start a fresh life with God.
5. How Baptism Brings Us Together
Topic Overview
Baptism takes a person out of living just for themselves and places them directly into God's big family from all over the world.
Main Takeaway
Through baptism, the differences that usually divide people disappear. We are all dressed in Christ, making everyone completely equal in the church family.
Bible Verses to Read
· Galatians 3:27 – "For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ."
· 1 Corinthians 12:13 – "For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit."
· Ephesians 4:4-6 – "There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call—one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all..."
💡 Study Tip: Look at how many times the word "one" is used in Ephesians 4. It reminds us that baptism acts like glue to keep the church united. No matter where we come from or how much money we have, we are one family.
6. Questions to Talk About
Use these simple questions to talk with a friend or think by yourself:
1. Obeying God: In Matthew 28:19 and Acts 2:38, what must happen in a person's heart before they get baptized?
2. The Clean Heart: How does 1 Peter 3:21 show that baptism is more than just taking a regular bath? What is it really about?
3. Living a New Way: Romans 6:3-5 says our old self was buried. How should that truth change the choices we make every day at home or work?
4. Being One Family: In 1 Corinthians 12:13, how does being baptized into "one body" help us treat people from different races or backgrounds with love and respect?
7. Simple Word List
· Baptism (Bapto / Baptizo): An old word that means to dip, push under, or sink completely into water. In the Bible, it means going under water to show we belong to Jesus.
· Repentance: Deciding to turn away from bad choices and sins, and turning toward God with all your heart.
· Forgiveness: Having your debt cleared out or your sins completely wiped away because of what Jesus did on the cross.
· Newness of Life: The fresh, good way of living that a Christian enjoys after leaving their old sins behind.
· Body of Christ: A term used for God's family. It means all true Christians everywhere work together like parts of a single human body with Jesus as the head.
